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Basics of Lung Cancer Pathology, Part 1:
Histologic Subtypes of Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer
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BAC=bronchioloalveolar carcinoma; LCC=large cell carcinoma; LCNEC=large cell 
neuroendocrine carcinoma; SCC=squamous cell carcinoma; SCLC=small cell lung cancer.



Squamous Cell Carcinoma

• Keratin production
– Protects cell surfaces
– Cells bound tightly together

Microscopic appearance of 
squamous cell carcinoma
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Adenocarcinoma

• Mucin production
– Functional cells with respect to production of 

cellular materials (i.e. enzymes).
– Lines glands and ducts.
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