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A History of Tobacco and the Rise of Lung Cancer
by Dr. Mark Millard, Baylor University

MAKING LOVE 
WITH DEATH: 
TOBACCO AND 
LUNG CANCER

Mark W. Millard MD
Medical Director, Baylor Martha 
Foster Lung Care Center

"Skull with a Burning Cigarette" (1885 or 1886) 
by Vincent van Gogh
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Conflicts of interest

 The current practice of pulmonary medicine 
owes its existence to the tobacco industry 
which has created multiple disease entities in 
need of treatment by pulmonologists.

 Attended Duke University (undergraduate)
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Professional conflicts of 
interest

 Speaker’s bureau for GSK, AZ, Merck, BI, 
Pfizer.

 Research funding from GSK, Forest, AZ, BI, 
Novartis

Learning objectives

 Discovering the link between tobacco and 
lung cancer

 Who is still smoking?
 Current status of smoking cessation 

strategies
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A gift from 
the New World

 Frequently 
represented in 
Mayan art

 Associated with 
magical powers 
and deities
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Art and 
Tobacco
 Tobacco first 

was enjoyed by 
sailors, soldiers 
and lower 
echelon 
members of 
society

Resting Travelers" (1671) by 
Adriaen van Ostade.

Unwitting 
contributors 
to an 
impending 
epidemic

 Tobacco linkage to 
sexuality and 
society in pre-WW1 
Europe presaged 
it’s intercalation 
into the fabric of 
American society.

"Couple in a room" by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner (1912)
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You’ve got to smoke to be 
famous…
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Epidemiology and observation 
catch up with statistics

Case-controlled linkage: 1950
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The conclusion speaks for itself

Published 4 Jan 1954
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1964
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Who’s smoking now?
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Total and per capita adult yearly consumption of 
manufactured cigarettes and percentage changes in per 
capita consumption—United States, 1900–2006
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The relationship between sales and price: 
cost may influence addiction

As quoted in Am J Prev Med 2007;33(6S)
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CigarretteUse Among High School Students
Youth Risk Behavior Survey, US 1991--2009

Ever tried cigarette smoking: even one or two puffs.
Current Smoked cigarettes on at least 1 day during 30 days before survey.
Current frequent: Smoked cigarettes on> 20 days during 30 days before survey.

Percentage current cigarette users among high school 
students by sex and race/ethnicity
Youth Risk Behavior Survey, United States, 1991--
2009
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www.who.int/tobacco/en/atlas8.pdf


