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TRANSCRIPT
These are very exciting times because we have recently moved immunotherapy to first line,
meaning new patients with stage IV non-small cell lung cancer or metastatic patients. Until
recently immunotherapy was approved first for second line and based on some studies - very
important - but immunotherapy, after that moved to the front line, so that new patients can have
an opportunity to be treated. Specifically, the Pembrolizumab was moved to the front line based
on a study in which the Pembrolizumab was compared against chemotherapy, Carboplatin
combination that are the standard of care so far and Pembrolizumab was able to give better
outcomes than the combination or amalgamation of chemotherapy but the most important thing
in this news is that we are developing markers to try to discover which patients will respond to
immunotherapy and which ones will not. The specific marker that probably everyone knows or
cares about is PD-L1. In this specific study, the patients will benefit from immunotherapy for new
patients if the PD-L1 expression in the tumor, we are checking in the tumor, is more than 50%.
Immunotherapy front line was not approved for everybody, it was approved for this specific niche
of patient that they will benefit. The rest of the patients will still need to get chemotherapy or
target therapy based on molecular markers if they have any of these genetic alterations that we
reference all the time, EGFR, ALK, ROS1. We only had one drug approved because unfortunately
the other drug, Nivolumab, is already approved for second line. In a similar study, Nivolumab was
much against chemotherapy and Nivolumab was unable to get a better progression free survival
than the patients on chemotherapy. For that reason, we only have as a single agent so far,
Pembrolizumab, approved in first line. Of course, there will be changes because we have other
immunotherapy agents coming to the market soon and new studies coming soon but so far
Pembrolizumab is only approved as a single agent in the front line.
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